Captain Cook Il (1892 - 1948)

When was the Captain Cook pilot steamer built?

There were three Sydney pilot steamers called Captain Cook. They were:
1. Captain Cook (1) entered service in February 1877.
2. Captain Cook (ll) was launched in 1892.
3. Captain Cook (lll) commenced service in March 1939.

(Source: Gillett, Ross. - Australian ships).

Charles Fleming and the Captain Cook Il
By Jim Fleming

My great-great-grandfather, Charles Fleming, was an iron moulder journeyman,
firstly in Scotland, then in Australia and finally in New Zealand. Family lore has it
that he left Australia because he was not given due recognition by his boss (Thomas
Sutcliff Mort) for his work casting the figurehead for the Sydney Harbour pilot boat
Captain Cook.

Charles Fleming was a master craftsman at the top of his field. His skills were in
strong demand world-wide because of the huge demand for the wide variety of goods that could
be cast in iron. He worked at the greensand process, where moulds were made to take the molten
iron in order to form the desired product. Making new moulds was an extremely skilful craft and
Charles was one of the best journeyman who specialised in this work. He was very proud,
therefore, to be chosen to make the mould that was used to cast the figurehead for the new
Captain Cook pilot vessel in 1892,

He expected to get some recognition from his employer for the successful cast of the figurehead;
the first time something of this size and intricacy had been cast. When the recognition was not
forthcoming, family lore has it that he resigned from Mort’s iron foundry and emigrated to New
Zealand.

The details of the story were, however, lost. We didn’t know what the figurehead was; or which
pilot boat it was made for; or when the incident occurred. We knew, for example, that Sydney had
had three pilot boats that were called Captain Cook but did not know which one Charles had
worked on. And we certainly did not know what had ever become of the figurehead.

I conducted some research based on the oral history. The most important discovery was that the
first Captain Cook pre-dated Charles Fleming’s arrival in Australia and the third Captain Cook
post-dated his departure for New Zealand. That meant that the vessel that he had worked on must
be the second Captain Cook.

Captain Cook Il was built at Mort’s Dock in Balmain in 1892. The hull was launched on 8
December 1892. Charles Fleming lived and worked in Balmain from 1886 until about 1900.

The next important discovery was that the figurehead was re-used on the third Captain Cook that
was built in 1939. This indicates that the object was a valued part of the culture of the Sydney
Harbour Pilot Service after nearly 50 years plying its waters.

And finally, I discovered that the figurehead portrayed the great explorer, Captain Cook. He
shades his eyes with his right arm as he stares resolutely ahead with his telescope tucked under his
left arm. The great seafarer’s body morphs at the waist into intricate filigree work along the bow
of the vessel.
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About Captain Cook 11

The second of three Captain Cooks to serve as pilot vessels, she weighed 396 :
gross register tons and 172 net. She was built in 1892 at Morts Dock & |
Engineering Co. of Balmain, Sydney, Australia, had a length of 155.8 feet, a =3
width of 25.2 feet, and a depth of 13 feet, had 1 deck, and 3 cylinder engines
which could attain 85hp. Registered in the port of Sydney, she belonged to the
N.S.W. Government.

Captain Cook Il was replaced by Captain Cook I11 in 1939 and renamed S.S. Captain Phillip,
being employed during the Second World War as training vessel for the Army Water Transport
Section. Her end came when she was towed 17 miles E.S.E. of Sydney and sunk with 4 charges of
gelignite on 3 October 1948, at Lat. 34° Long. 151°.

Source: http://brew.clients.ch/ShipsC.htm

E s 4 g
The launch of Captain Cook Il on 8 December 1892
Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/state-records-nsw/2733890835/sizes/o/in/photostream/

Film of Captain Cook Il1

The third Captain Cook vessel is a feature of a newsreel about the Sydney Harbour Pilot Service
in 1949. The film provides a good close-up of the famous figurehead. It can be viewed on
YouTube here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmd8FRyPN2M
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Captain Cook Il (1892 - 1948)

Mational Library i
nla.pic- vn4653871 Searle E.W. (Edward William) Source: http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic- vn4653871
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Mational Library of ralia nla.pic-vn4515746-v
Captain Cook Il was the first boat under the completed Sydney Harbour Bridge
nla.pic-vn4515746 Searle, E. W. (Edward William) Source: http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-vn4515746
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R ~ :
Captain Cook (2) was a flne and powerful steamer with 2 long and successful career.
She was used by the RAN during World War Il and was scuttled in 1949 off ot
Jackson. GKA Call

This picture in Moreton Bay Qid, shows
how pllos were transferred between
ships. In 2008 the John Oxley 15 2
museum ship in Sydney Davidson Coll
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not ba im order
tioa, dut the launch of a pilot boat was
a matter of some importance to the colomy, because
if the « /mmerce of & country like this was to go on
mmprovieg it mast ba by taking advantage of every
modern dincovors. {Hear, bear,) Therecould beno
superior to Paort Juckaon, and no
groat streteh of the imaginntion was required to con-
cuive it oun of tise graatest - the world, ‘Thoy had
before them the whols of  tha  Pucific,
with ite  fslands nand the lands of the
East, that moesnt o marvelloudy  increased
trade, but 1o make the port mﬂn they must take
care that they would hrng al sh'pa that cama to
them within the Heads in the bost condition,  Thnt
wan no doubt u rason why 1t had beent determinad
that for the future anly frsteclass puiot boats shouid
bo used upom the const. They must, howerer,
remorober that the ahipping ‘of New Bouth
Whules depended not only uvon Eydney, but
upon Nowoastie, aud it would be vary wrong
i[m they lonted their effarts to ons
sbare thom with ansther port which had great
elaime upen the public,  One of the first duties of
apy Stata was to take care that those working for
them - those to whom they entrustod anxlous duties
—should be assisted in the performance of them hy
every monns soignee conld devise.  ‘They owed it to
them  wnd 1o themselves  that ey shonld
determing  that  the would mot witine
fled with what had bheen Jdono in the pust,
but woul-l' try h:_'mg i'n every pesalbile now lg:nn-
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Ned With  whal Dad  Deen Jons o the  pust,
but would try to bring in every possibles new inven-
tion 1 Grier that New Scuth Waios might be in the
wan It was & matter of sagisfoction to the directors
to know thut the work on the steamer was perforinod
sotirely in the colony, and that proved that they
should use their own resuurces whenever opportunity
efforod. (Cheers))

Mr, MawsINo “The health of the
Ministry.” lie mud that he kuew that wherever
Euglishmeo were asomblod they loved to do honour
to &on men they Lad placed iu power, snd in whose
bands the adounistmtion of the law had besn
securely placed. Theto could be no better guarantos
for the gool governmont of a people than that they
should eutrust ther affars to a Mmisiry whoso

reowmal waa such ns they bad in the present

vernment ; but they must not forget that while
those men  wers guding  the destiniee of
a ocountry that wna dovoioping into =
t uatiom, that there were grout men years age,
was men like Wentworth, Cowper, Doniehy, and
Dalley who bad lud the foundntion of thair future
greatness, and it must be a great aatisfaction to the
peoplo of the colony to know that, following on the
men be had named, the present and past
Ministers wore doing their wmost 30 fol-
Jow the example set them. (Hear, bear.)
In ing to tho men who had bhelped to build up
this ¢ountry, he must not farget to sefor to Sir Honry
Parkes. (Cheors,) That gruat statesman had dune
B t work for, and had an intense lover of,
jo liberty, und he was sure that mauy of
would teke from him that sawne love of Lberty,
and he wan sure he was justified in -&-
that tha public liherty waa eafe in the
hands of the prosent Ministry. (Hear, hear.) Tha
wark they had assembied (o witness that dsy liad
beeh the combined work of mony minds and hands,
and the work they hnd seen was u type of what they
might expect {rom the measum of copeiliation intro-
duced by the nt Governmeut, and if 1t were
earried out o ita t it would mean = greater
sdvancement to this ocuntsy many people
dranmt of, (Hmar, hear.)

Bir Geonor: Dinns, who met with a cordial .
tion, returned thanks for the manner in which
toast had becu recoived.  All he could say regarding
the prosent Ministry was that they (nok office at a
time of t financial and social difficulty, and thqi
had voured, by & large smoont of "
sacriflea, lubour, and patriotism, to faithially per-
form their dunes aa the Governmont of the country.
They bad fothfully performed their duties, not
turning to right or left—not doing homage to rich or
poor—but fenrlessly striving to preserveo society, nnd
nz‘mnw'n tae colouy in the forefroutof Australis.

heors,)
¢ Nr, Hxe alo retarned thanks. He enuld only
ro-rcho the sentiments of his chief, and “’b that
every one of the Ministers had beon wctusted by the
desire to paemarve the interesta of the country, and
in every way thny possbly ocould endeavour to
discharge thoir dutes in o way that would not
Yring diseredit to  themselves and the country,
They were o'l deeply interested in the wel-
fare of New Suuth Wales, and every action
of theirm was  promptad by w  desire to
maprove and besefll the country. 8o long as they
remaited in office they boped to maintain ponis
tion, nod Lo fearlessly mid that when thoy wers
enlled on to retire, nons of the;n wonld regret tie
action they hiad taken.  (Heur, hear,)

Mr. B B 0°Coryon also acknowledged the toast.
Ho mid that the Minmstry fully apprecisted the grest
rasponatbility they had taken upon themselves, € d
they had fully defermined to csrry out what they
:alxm;ed woull be in the public ‘interest. (Hear,

onr.

Mre. T, H. Story, in pu:rochoh *The Parliament
of New South Wales,"' sald that he boped with the
now year metwbers would turn over & new leal and
settle down to do some peactical werk, (Hear, hear),

Mr. A. IL. Jacos responded on bohalf of the Logis-
lative Council.

Mr. W. A, Muurny, in replying on behalf of the
Houre of Assemnbly, maintaied that of the seesica
had been comparatively barcen that was no fauit of
the labour party as they had at all times been in
their places Lo cairy ou the bunness of the couutry.
Te soad, us ot man of exporivoce, that i the past the
pilot seevioo of Now South Wales had Leen a diss

race 1o the colony, s in the past they had nover
ad m it Tont able Lo oo ont of the Hoads in anv-
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Frerwy n e a

race 1o the oolony, #é in the past they had never

A nopuiot Toat able to go out of the Hoads in any-
thirg ke rong s weadied ( Hoar, hear, atdd dissent.)
In Newcastle this deticioney had beea nﬁ.a'uly pro-
notueed, and through laving uo boat atde to go eut
in o won nany iives bad been lost.

Mr. Ganvax nlwo ackvowledged tha toast, and
rusd that whileall honour waa dus to the statesmen
that had Iwen named, they wist vot forget the emi-
nent servioes of thede gentlemen who had mever
coveted Patnamentary booours, and vet had dons
groat wervice tor the oolony, Forewost amongst
these was the leta Mr, 3. 8, Mort, 10 whose ontor
praee they awod the founding of the gredt estahlish-
oot they had ween that day,  (Uheern)

¥ir Junssmos wiso responded.  Danug the course
of Wis pelnarks the senior menter {or Balman twice
callod x goutlonuid presoat a har, and created sowme
sonsalion

Sir Gronap Dings propogsed succoss to the Captain
Cook, e wia gisd 10 be abls to pay s tribute to
the enterprien of the late Mr. T. N Mort, aabe bad
4 Lvely recollecton of him  bei present at
the launcluog of thy A}»Mt g:.ot steamer,
the Captawn  Cook, though oould not
wrte a book  entitled, ¢ Fifty Yesm o1
Australian IUstory,'” he remindad the sudience thatin
1837 or J85% Le was s member of the Chambar of
Commerce, and unsuccssalully tried to get that
angust hody 10 to the sdoption of a steam-
Boal for the pilol perviee.  Agmin, in 1R7S, s
member of the Mazine Boarnd, he had moved a reso.
lutton for the sams pur) but it was def;
the casting vate of the president (Captain Hizaon) |
but within six mouthe he moved & similsr resclution
aud it wue carried. Ila thorefore took o small
credit to buuself that the pulot servies of Sydue
Harbour was slout the most efficient in ﬂn'wkl
nl that it was vo was proved by the fact that
the steam service was originated there had bosn o
logs of Life in the Heads or just outxide, although
serioun cnsualties had froguently occurred before
then.  He trusted  that the vessel to  whaose
suconse ho was  acking  them to drink would
have a lobg and  peos and
that §t would do s great

redeccswed  Lad  during o 17
wen 1 wee.  Mr Murphy had m;:r(cu'ud that the
ylat service of Newenstls was fsadquite.  He ad-
mitted that the port wan entitied to ba well served,
aud thenahtits wants would be well met by estab-
Lishing thio oud Captam Cook st thut part, 1o enrry
an the Jutos it had so farhiully fultilled in Syduey
Hurbovr,  ({ hectn,)

Mr. 552 rvtnrned thanks.  He said he sy
be hing bern eallod on to reapood to the toast
bBetntse the Marine Board wae io his depart-
ment, nnd boowuse ho had given the order for the
construction of the gow Capta'n Cook. (Hear, hear.)
o wuy sure that every ote rteuut could only have
oue fecling witer  overiooking thous u‘i‘n‘ilamt
warks, gud that wis a fealing of pride that they bud
1 New South Wales su establishment cupabla of
turning ot suck n pplendil o men shop, sud every
kind of wmnchinery osentisl for carrvisg oun the
Vs mees of the countey.  His ohjact waa to do all be
vonld (o fontee and promulgate the mterests of the
wountry, ood he deeped 1t was the duty not
wuly of Parlument but of every to citizoa
to encowrapn those great sdustries, sad through
their 1eans Sl euployment for the people.  (Hoar,
heis)  The prowotersof such wn establishment de-
served well 4t the hands of the people of this country,
and the faet that ther had lavested £350,000 de-
sorved the warmest (ommendation, und i the
Government had work to be doue they should hava
an opportunity of cun’)iu’il ouat, (ll;lur. hear.) Aa
showing the increuse of toude i
Le menticnsd that the increase in trde durin
the last 40 or 0D years Wwsa
From 1531 ta 1810 the tota number of vosssls wus
7428 : the total fopnoge, 74,802 ; the nvarage annual
nunber of vessels, 347 tho average annual ton .
70480 | the nwm?.‘ anpual ton per ship, 28
From 1841 15 1800 the totu) number of yessels was
the total tomunge, 1,080,511; the averuge
anuual nanber lnf vasd-n,-. B L!ww:lveum n:!:;‘
tonnage, 1.7%,051 | and tho average tounnge per 4
'Jl‘.!.u.i'mm 181 to 1880 the number of vesels wan
10,600 the total tounnge, 8,250,002} average
annusl number of vessels, 10587 wverage noapual
tonnage, #2305 ; nnnfo tounage per ahip, 0%
From $861 to 1870 : Total number of vewols, 17,605

Ak pepd-RT e A O*AAAY S avarags  nom aof

éydney Morning Herald

:f

7429,

TONNBED, GIHUV , SITIGED WM pes ey o
From S861 tn 1870+ Total number of vessols, 15,005 ;
totu] tonnage, © 076,002 average uwumber of
vessels por  unnum, ITW;°° prerage m:hm
tounage, 007,046; avernge m‘: per i,
837 tous. From 1871 to 1880 : Num of w
99,003 ; total tonnuge, 10,469,608 . = Ann
pamher of vessels, 2250 { aversge ann
1,046,950 : nverage to per deﬂ tons. From
1881 to 1890 : Number v wu:l:’.'...tll ; total ton-
ur. 21,168,105 ¢ .u':in‘. sun lll:l“l:?; ol‘v-h.
‘."'l:lv-nxm bnlr. 510 ; avernge
u‘mugopn ip, 772 tema.  In 33‘1 thern were 5071
vasaols : the totil tonnage was 2,821,898 | snd the
average touuage per alip was P34, ('bosa figures
mm.:wammum_o: noarl
four times as much as during the earlier
e

. INonms
maintsioed %tﬂtbaymmzn"ﬂ;l:zl tnessure
of trade at their parts m p
bot must throw down all Mmm
in the way of tha shipeaf the &

Captain Huxsox, in , onid  that

thought Sir bta's | about the diffi~
calty he had in dacing the Msrine Lioard to

.mm“unh hhm‘::-‘

, a4 bis rocoliection was that the Marae

i
g

proposa

was to do the best for the mlonly, and ax they wore

a non-political Vody they acted  without oar or

|mn.nd i all things dil what ssemed to them

His Excerrexer, in complimentary terms, pro-

osed qum- ta Mort's ?)ock .‘3 I‘Zugil:&,:.:'.n(

pany.”  Hesaid ho hod no idea that there was

n0 extenaive an estiblinhiment within a fow hundeod

'Emh of Government House, nod ho was certamn
il

at thoro ware few companies i the world sn well |

fitted with modern appiisnves, although of course
| there wers many lasgor mfab&shmen:‘:‘ The faet
that they employed torween 700 and 800 men, and
f on an averags £20000 week in wagoswasin ilself
proof of the tmportance of the (wlastry,  (Uhews )
| The Crarusan, . responding 1o the toast, said
gnt' i”“mg t.hs 1:::'10 :;:: llhov had pasd L9000, 000
( z an oir +h aat woex was £]760,
They bad epent £270,000 for the Iand and warks,
| and yet mnoaged to pay their slinreholder n
l dividend at the mte of 8 yer ecent,
woukl not make & profit out of the Captnin ook,
| s nooeaaary that thes should have such works to
| ;;n:;al‘.o them to keep their mon togother,
After other toasts the procscdingy tarmiuatad,

Source: http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticleJpg/13889051/3?print=n
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Source: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemlD=154292

Source: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemID=188236
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Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/anmm_thecommons/3403505408/sizes/o/in/photostream/
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State Library of Victoria Accession No: H99.220/2497; Image No: bs003290
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Captain Cook 2 and Medway
State Library of Victoria Accession No: H99.220/2502; Image No: bs003295
Source: http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/brodie/gid/slv-pic-aaa48063/1/bs003295
" AT L M)

- ‘; ".’\An ‘_ '\5’?“
- E ’ e b!.""“'f

o -G
= P *ﬂa >
— B e - e -

iz T - ; P e
Pilot on board Medway
State Library of Victoria Accession No: H99.220/2440; Image No: bs003240
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Captain Cook Il (1892 - 1948)
Source: http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/brodie/qgid/slv-pic-aaa47992/1/bs003240

Source: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemLarge.aspx?itemlD=219785
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Source: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemL arge.aspx?item|D=222072

The second of three Captain Cooks to serve as pilot vessels, she weighed 396 gross register tons and
172 net. She was built by Morts Dock & Engineering Co. of Balmain, Sydney, Australia,in 1893 and had
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a length of 155.8 feet, a width of 25.2 feet, and a depth of 13 feet, had 1 deck, and 3 cylinder engines
which could attain 85hp. Registered in the port of Sydney, she belonged to the N.S.W. Government.

Cook II was replaced by Captain Cook III in 1939 and renamed S.S. Captain Phillip, being employed
during the Second World War as training vessel for the Army Water Transport Section. Her end came
when she was towed 17 miles E.S.E. of Sydney and sunk with 4 charges of gelignite on 3 October
1948, at Lat. 34A° Long. 151A°,

Source: http://www.ferriesofsydney.com/index.php?topic=1096.0

A Grave for Pilot Steamer Captain Cook Il, 1947

The following information has been transcribed from a newspaper article appearing in the Sydney Morning Herald on
3 October 1947, a copy of which is kept in the Mitchell Library in Sydney.

Tasman Grave For Veteran Pilot Steamer
By a staff correspondent

Towed ignominiously down the harbour in which, for half a century, she glided proudly to place pilots on every kind
of vessel, from four-masters to motor-liners, the 55-year-old Captain Cookwill be taken to her grave today.

With her inside torn out the former Captain Cook will be towed by the newest craft on the harbour, the Diesel tug
Boray. Seven years ago she was renamed the Captain Phillip, and at Watson's Bay today she will pass the 10-year-
old vessel now bearing her name and flaunting her figurehead of Captain Cook with telescope under his arm.

Captain Cook, alias Captain Phillip, will be executed for the crime of old age. In construction more like a yacht than
a ship, she had no space for cargo or facilities for passengers. She barely provided accommodation for 12 pilots and
a crew of 13. To put her in order would have cost as much as to buy a new vessel. Even if kept moored she would
have had to be frequently surveyed and maintenance would have been expensive.

Such are the views of the authorities. Consequently it was decided by the Maritime Services Board and the Federal
Treasury that she should be taken out and destroyed.

At 8 a.m. to-day the tug Boray will go alongside the Captain Phillip at Goat Island, and, so to speak, drag her by the
elbow as far as Bradley's Head. At that stage of the funeral journey she will be allowed to drop astern at the end of a
720ft tow-line, which will tow her through the Heads.

By 1 p.m. this cortege of two will reach the burial ground 18 miles south-east from Macquarie Lighthouse. Here the
Boray will launch a boat with two men aboard, one of them an explosives expert.

Before then, however, when the vessels are outside harbour limits, 201b of gelignite will be placed at various
positions in the Captain Phillip and cemented firm. Holes will also be cut in the bulkheads so that water can spread
rapidly. Fuses, timed to burn for 10 minutes, will be led to the deck.

When the explosives expert goes aboard he will light the fuses and return to the Boray, which must stand by until the
sinking, so there will be no drift to menace navigation.

Safety for Navigation

Before any ship can be sunk at sea permission must be obtained from the Deputy Director of Navigation, under
Fishing Grounds and Sea Routes Protection Regulations, to ensure that trawls will not get tangled in the wreckage.
The Deputy Director has, therefore, defined a ship cemetery in the following words, "...outside the 100-fathom line,
within a circular area of five miles in diameter, with centre in latitude 34 degrees south and longitude 151 degrees 36
minutes east, with South Head Lighthouse bearing 299 degrees, distant 18 miles."
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In this graveyard lie H.M.A.S. Australia, an ancient American destroyer Matagalpha, sunk on Thursday, the old
dredge Poseidon, and many other once well-known harbour craft, warships and other vessels.

Second of her name, Captain Cook was launched in December, 1892, and began pilotage duties in the following
May. Before the north and south railways had been constructed, the Superintendent of Navigation journeyed in her to
visit pilot stations on the northern and southern rivers, and the State Governor regarded her as his official yacht
when touring north and south.

Until she was superseded by Captain Cook Il in March, 1939, the Captain Cook carried out many rescues. Then she
was moored at Snapper Island and, under her new name, Captain Phillip, became a training ship for boys who
intended to enter the mercantile marine. From 1942 to December, 1944, training was given on her for prospective
masters and engineers going on active service with the Army Water Transport Unit. In September of last year she
became a training ship for Sea Scouts.

Early this year she was returned to Goat Island and stripped of all equipment.

[A picture of the vessel with the caption, "The former Captain Cook, when in service" accompanies the article]
Source: http://brew.clients.ch/GraveCookll.htm#Grave
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Captain Cook Il

The third of three pilot vessels of the same name, Captain Cook was built 1939 by Morts Dock &
Engineering Co., of Balmain, N.S.W., Australia, for the N.S.W. Maritime Services Board. Morts Dock
won a tender in 1936 with the price of i¢1275,000

Cook III was to become Morts' ship no. 46, engine no. 447, and boiler no. 811. She was registered in
the Port of Sydney and had a tonnage of 524 gross and 214 net. She had a length of 165.7 feet, a
width of 26.6 feet, and a depth of 15.2 feet. She was built with 1 deck, and had a 3 cylinder engine
capable of 165hp which could attain some 12 knots. She carried two boarding boats 18.8 feet x 6.0
feet x 2.1 feet, and a motor dinghy of 15 feet x 5.3 feet x 1.2 feet with a 3hp engine.

Cook IIT went into service in 1939 and was retired in 1959. She was sold originally as a tourist ship for
the Mediterranean, but when this plan failed, she was scrapped and broken up in 1960.

Source: http://www.ferriesofsydney.com/index.php?topic=1092.0
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Source: http://www.ferriesofsydney.com/index.php?topic=1092.0

Captain Cook 2 and Captain Cook 3 — Source: http://acms.sl.nsw.gov.au/item/itemL arge.aspx?item|D=188251
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